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1 in 3 fears immigrants influence U.S. elections: AP-NORC poli

PHOENIX (AP) — With anti-
immigrant rhetoric  bub-
bling over in the leadup fo
this year's critical midterm
elections, about 1in 3 U.S.
adults believes an effort is
underway to replace U.S.-
born Americans with immi-
grants for electoral gains.

About 3 in 10 also worry
that more immigration is
causing U.S.-born  Ameri-
cans to lose their econom-
ic, political and cultural
influence, according to
a poll by The Associated
Press-NORC Center for
Public Affairs Research. Re-
publicans are more likely
than Democrats to fear a
loss of influence because
of immigration, 36% to 27%.
Those views mirror swelling
anfi-immigrant  sentiment
espoused on social media
and cable TV, with con-
servative  commentators
like Tucker Carlson exploit-

ing fears that new arrivals - :
could undermine the na- A migrant waits of the Mexican side of the border after United States Customs and Border Protection officers detained a couple of
tive-born population. migrants crossing the US-Mexico border on the beach, in Tijuana, Mexico, Jan. 26, 2022.
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In their most extreme mani-
festation, those increas-
ingly public views in the
U.S. and Europe tap into a
decades-old  conspiracy
theory known as the "great
replacement," a false claim
that native-born popula-
tions are being overrun by
nonwhite immigrants who
are eroding, and eventu-
ally will erase, their culture
and values. The once-
taboo term became the
mantra of one losing con-
servative candidate in the
recent French presidential
election.

"I very much believe that
the Democrats — from Joe
Biden and Nancy Pelosi, all
the way down — want to
get the illegal immigrants in
here and give them voting
rights immediately,"” said
Sally Gansz, 80. Actually,
only U.S. citizens can vote
in state and federal elec-
tions, and attaining citizen-
ship typically takes years.

A white Republican, Gansz
has lived her whole life in
Trinidad, Colorado, where
about half of the popula-
tion of 8,300 identifies as
Hispanic, most with roots
going back centuries to the
region's Spanish sefttlers.
"Isn't it obvious that | watfch
Foxe" quipped Gansz, who
said she watches the con-
servative channel almost
daily, including the top-rat-
ed Fox News Channel pro-
gram '"Tucker Carlson To-
night," a major proponent
of those ideas.
"Demographic change is
the key to the Democratic
Party's political ambitions,"
Carlson said on the show
last year. "In order fo win
and maintain power, Dem-
ocrats plan to change the
population of the country."
Those views aren't held by
a majority of Americans —
in fact, two-thirds feel the
country's diverse popula-
tion makes the U.S. stron-
ger, and far more favor
than oppose a path to le-
gal status for immigrants
brought info the U.S. ille-
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Pictured in promotional posters outside Fox News studios at News Corporation headquarters in
New York on Saturday, July 31, 2021, are hosts Tucker Carlson, Sean Hannity, Laura Ingraham,
Maria Bartiromo, Stuart Varney, Neil Cavuto and Charles Payne.

gally as children. But the
deep anxieties expressed
by some Americans help
explain how the issue ener-
gizes those opposed to im-
migration.

"I don't feel like immigration
really affects me or that it
undermines American val-
ues," said Daniel Valdes,
43, a registered Democrat
who works in finance for an
aeronautical firm on Flori-
da's Space Coast. "I'm pret-
ty indifferent about it all."
Valdes' maternal grand-
parents came to the U.S.
from Mexico, and he said
he has "tons" of relatives in
the border city of El Paso,
Texas. He has Puerto Rican
roots on his father's side.

While Republicans worry
more than  Democrats
about immigration, the

most infense anxiety was
among people with the
greatest tendency for con-
spiratorial  thinking. That's

defined as those most likely
to agree with a series of
statements, like much of
people's lives is "being con-
frolled by plots hatched
in secret places" and "big
events like wars, reces-
sions, and the outcomes
of elections are confrolled
by small groups of people
who are working in secret
against the rest of us."

In all, 17% in the poll be-
lieve both that native-born
Americans are losing influ-
ence because of the grow-
ing population of immi-
grants and that a group of
people in the country is try-
ing to replace native-born
Americans with immigrants
who agree with their politi-
cal views. That number rises
to 42% among the quarter
of Americans most likely to
embrace other conspiracy
theories.

Alex Hoxeng, 37, a white
Republican from Midland,

H facebook.

Associated Press

Texas, said he found those
most extreme versions of
the immigration conspira-
cies "a bit far-fetched" but
does believe immigration
could lessen the influence
of U.S.-born Americans.

"| feel like if we are flooded
with immigrants coming il-
legally, it can dilute our cul-
ture," Hoxeng said.

Teresa Covarrubias, 62,
rejects the idea that im-
migrants are undermining
the values or culture of
U.S.-born Americans or that
they are being brought in
fo shore up the Democratic
voter base. She isregistered
fo vote but is not aligned
with any party.

"Most of the immigrants |
have seen have a good
work ethic, they pay taxes
and have a strong sense of
family," said Covarrubias,
a second grade tfeacher
in Los Angeles whose four
grandparents came 1o
the U.S. from Mexico. "They
help our country."
Republican leaders, includ-
ing border governors Doug
Ducey of Arizona and Greg
Abboft of Texas — who is
running for reelection this
year — have increasingly
decried what they call an
"invasion," with conserva-
five politicians traveling to

the U.S.-Mexico border to
pose for photos alongside
former President Donald
Trump's border wall.
Vulnerable Democratic
senators up for election
this year in Arizona, Geor-
gia, New Hampshire and
Nevada have joined many
Republicans in calling on
the Biden administration
to wait on lifting the coro-
navirus-era public health
rule known as Title 42 that
denies migrants a chance
fo seek asylum. They fear
it could draw more immi-
grants to the border than
officials can handle.

U.S. authorities stopped mi-
grants more than 221,000
times at the Mexican bor-
der in March, a 22-year
high, creating a fraught
political  landscape  for
Democrats as the Biden
administration prepares to
lift Title 42 authority May
23. The pandemic powers
have been used to expel
migrants more than 1.8
milion times since it was
invoked in March 2020 on
the grounds of preventing
the spread of COVID-19.
Newly arrived immigrants
are barred from voting in
federal elections because
they aren't citizens, and
gaining cifizenship is an
arduous process that can
take a decade or more — if
they are successful. In most
cases, they must first obtain
permanent residency, then
wait five more years before
they can apply for citizen-
ship. Investigations have
failed to turn up evidence
of widespread vofing by
people who aren't eligible,
including by non-citizens.
For example, a Georgia
audit of its voter rolls com-
pleted this year found few-
er than 2,000 instances of
non-citizens attempting to
register and vote over the
last 25 years, none of which
succeeded.

Bloke Masters, a candi-
date for Senate in Arizona,
is among the Republicans
running for office this year
who have played into anxi-
eties about a changing
population.

"What the left really wants
to do is change the demo-
graphics of this country,” he
said in a video recorded
in October. "They want 1o
do that so they can con-
solidate power so they
can never lose another
election."
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Biden announces program offering discounted internet service

By AAMER MADHANI and
WILL WEISSERT

Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Joe Biden announced
Monday that 20 infternet
companies have agreed
to provide discounted ser-
vice fo people with low
incomes, a program that
could effectively make
tens of millions of house-
holds eligible for free ser-
vice through an already
existing federal subsidy.
"High speed internet is not
a luxury any longer. If's a
necessity,” Biden said at a
sun-drenched rose garden
event with representatives
from participating compa-
nies, as well as members of
Congress.

The $1 ftrillion infrastructure
package passed by Con-
gress last year included
$14.2 bilion funding for the
Affordable Connectivity
Program, which provides
$30 monthly subsidies ($75
in fribal areas) on internet
service for millions of lower-
income households.

With the new commitment
from the internet provid-
ers, some 48 million house-
holds will be eligible for
$30 monthly plans for 100
megabits per second, or
higher speed, service —
making internet  service

Vice President Kamala Hairris, right, listens as President Joe Biden speaks at an event on lowering
the cost of high-speed internet in the Rose Garden of the White House, Monday, May 9, 2022, in

Washington.

fully paid for with govern-
ment assistance if they sign
up with one of the provid-
ers participating in the pro-
gram.

Biden noted that families of
four earning about $55,000
annually — or those includ-
ing someone eligible for
Medicaid — will get a $30
monthly credit, meaning
about 40 percent of Ameri-
cans will qualify.

"This is a case where big

business stepped up. We're
frying fo get others to do
the same thing," Biden told
the crowd fto sustained
applause. 'lf's going to
change peoples' lives."
Advocates were cautiously
opfimistic.

‘It might be a game-
changer," said Marty New-
ell, coordinator for Rural
Broadband Policy at the
Center for Rural Strategies
in  Whitesburg, Kentucky,

Associated Press

where he said slow internet
has plagued residents and
businesses alike.

Newell said he wanted to
see more about what the
program will mean going
forward, but that his main
question is — given that
increased broadband ac-
cess has generally been a
bipartisan issue in Congress
--"What took them so long"
Biden, during his White
House run and the push for

the infrastructure bill, made
expanding high-speed in-
ternet access in rural and
low-income areas a prior-
ity. He has repeatedly spo-
ken out about low-income
families that  struggled
finding reliable Wi-Fi, so
their children could take
part in remote schooling
and complete homework
assignments early in the
coronavirus pandemic, in-
cluding, he said Monday,
families driving to McDon-
ald's parking lots to access
wireless internet inside the
restaurant.

The 20 internet companies
that have agreed to lower
their rates for eligible con-
sumers provide service in
areas where 80% of the U.S.
population, including 50%
of the rural population, live,
the president said. Partici-
pating companies that of-
fer service on fribal lands
are providing $75 rates in
those areas, the equivalent
of the federal government
subsidy in those areas.
Biden and Vice President
Kamala Harris also  met
Monday with telecom ex-
ecutives, members of Con-
gress and others to spot-
light the effort to improve

access to  high-speed
infernet for low-income
households.(

U.S. sanctions alleged IS child trqfflcklng financiers

By FATIMA HUSSEIN
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — The
U.S. announced Monday
that it is sanctfioning five
people accused of fund-
raising for the Islamic State
group and using the funds
to help ftraffic children to
serve as fighters for the or-
ganization.

U.S. Treasury says the actors
are pivotal to helping ex-
fremists travel to Syria and
other regions where IS op-
erates.

Dwi Dahlia Susanti and her
accomplices are accused
of facilitating money trans-
fers from Indonesia, Turkey,
and Syria, where the Trea-
sury Department says Sus-
tani used the funds to help
"smuggle teenage children
out of the camps to the
desert, where they were re-
ceived by (IS) foreign fight-

ers, likely as child recruits"
for IS.

The sanctions, imposed by
the Treasury Department's
Office of Foreign Assets
Control, block any prop-
erty or other assets the indi-
viduals have in the U.S. and
those who engage in busi-
ness with the sanctioned
people could receive sec-
ondary sanctions.

The announcement comes
just two days ahead of a
meeting of foreign ministers
from the global anfi-IS co-
alition that is happening in
Morocco on Wednesday.
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken had to cancel his
plan to attend because
he tested positive for CO-
VID-19, but the U.S. will be
represented by Under Sec-
retary of State for Political
Affairs Victoria Nuland, who
is the third highest-ranking

U.S. diplomat.Treasury says
several of the individuals al-
legedly conducted a large
portion of fransfers through
Syria-based refugee
camps by collecting funds
in Indonesia and Turkey,
where some the funds were
used to pay for "smuggling
children out of the camps
and delivering them to (IS)
foreign fighters as potential
recruits," according to Trea-
sury.

Under Secretary of the
Treasury for Terrorism and
Financial Intelligence Brian
Nelson said Treasury infends
fo "expose and disrupt an
international facilitation
network that has supported
(IS) recruitment, including
the recruitment of vulner-
able children in Syria."

Of the roughly 40,000 for-
eign IS members identified
in Irag and Syria, 12 per-

|

Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen speaks during a news confer-
ence at the Treasury Department in Washington, Thursday, April
21, 2022.

cent were children under
the age of 18, according
to a 2019 United Nations
report.

"The United States, as part
of the Global Coadlition to
Defeat ISIS, is committed
to denying (IS) the ability

Associated Press

to raise and move funds
across multiple  jurisdic-
tions," Nelson said in a news
release. The U.S. govern-
ment refers to the group
as ISIS, which stands for the
Islamic State of Irag and
Syria.
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Accuser testifies in Mario Batali sexual misconduct trial

By PHILIP MARCELO
Associated Press

BOSTON (AP) — Mario
Batali's sexual misconduct
trial opened Monday in a
Boston court with his ac-
cuser recounting how she'd
been "shocked, surprised
and alarmed" as the celeb-
rity chef aggressively kissed
and groped her while tak-
ing selfies at a restaurant in
2017.

The 32-year-old Boston-
area software company
worker said she felt con-
fused and powerless to do
anything to stop Batali as
he grabbed her "in a way
that | have never been
tfouched before."

‘It was all happening so
quickly and it was happen-
ing essentially the whole
fime," the woman testified
in Boston Municipal Court.
"Just a lot of touching."

She said she felt embar-
rassed until she saw other
women step forward to
share similar encounters
with Batali.

"This happened to me and
this is my life," the woman
said. "l want to be able to
take control of what hap-
pened, come forward, say
my piece and have every-
one be accountable for
their actions.”

But Batali's lawyer, Anthony
Fuller, sought to discredit
her, arguing that the as-
sault never happened.

He said the accuser has a
financial incentive to lie as
she's seeking more than
$50,000 in damages from
Batali in a separate civil

Celebrity chef Mario Batali listens at Boston Municipal Court on the first day of his pandemic-
delayed trial, Monday, May 9, 2022, in Boston.

lawsuit pending in Suffolk
County Superior Court in
Boston.

"She's not being fruthful"
Fuller said. "This is being falb-
ricated for money and for
fun."

During cross examination,
he produced financial
statements showing the
woman ate at Eataly, the
Italian marketplace Batali
once owned, weeks after
the encounter and contin-
ued to patronize the Boston
bar where the alleged as-
sault took place.

"You go to the restaurant of
the guy who you claimed
brutally assaulted you?" he
said. 'That doesn't make
sense."

The woman said she didn't

recall going to Eataly and
maintained she isn't speak-
ing out for financial gain.
She also strongly pushed
back at Fuller for question-
ing why none of the many
photos taken with Batali
that night showed the al-
leged assault.

The woman said the pho-
tos were all taken rela-
fively close up and didn't
show how Batali, who she
said was visibly drunk, was
grabbing her private ar-
eas, touching her face and
even sticking his fongue in
her ear. She said he also
invited her up fo his hotel
room afterward, which she
declined.

"' have never been
touched before like that,”

Associated Press

the woman said. "Squeez-
ing my vagina to pull me
closer to him, as if that's a
normal way to grab some-
one."

But Fuller argued the ac-
cuser isn't a credible wit-
ness. He honed in on the
woman recently admitting
to charges of violating a
judge's instructions while
serving on the jury in an un-
related criminal trial in 2018.
The woman, who had
claimed she was clairvoy-
antin ajury selection ques-
tionnaire, maintained in
court Monday she can pre-
dict major events before
they happen "to a certain
extent."

Monday's frial opened af-
ter Batali — in a surprise

move — waived his right
fo a jury trial and opted in-
stead to have a judge de-
cide his fate.

Batali, who pleaded not
guilty to indecent assault
and battery in 2019, could
face up to 2 1/2 years in jail
and be required to register
as a sex offender if convict-
ed.

Batali is among a number
of high-profile men who
have faced a public reck-
oning during the #MeToo
social movement against
sexual abuse and harass-
ment in recent years.

The é1-year-old was once
a Food Network fixture on
shows like "Molto Mario"
and "lron Chef America."
But the ponytail-and-or-
ange Croc-wearing per-
sonality's high-flying career
crumbled amid sexual mis-
conduct allegations.

Four women accused him
of inappropriate touch-
ing in 2017, after which he
stepped down from day-
to-day operations at his res-
tfaurant empire and left the
since-discontinued ABC
cooking show "The Chew."
Batali has offered an apol-
ogy, acknowledging the
allegations "match up" with
ways he has acted.

"l have made many mis-
takes and | am so very sorry
that | have disappointed
my friends, my family, my
fans and my team," he
said in an email newslet-
ter at the time. "My behav-
jior was wrong and there
are no excuses. | take full
responsibility."

This April 25, 2022 photo provided by the Southern Nevada Wa-

ter Authority shows the top of Lake Mead drinking water Intake
No. 1 above the surface level of the Colorado River reservoir

behind Hoover Dam.

Associated Press

More human remains in Lake Mead
found amid water level drop

LAS VEGAS (AP) — A week
after a decades-old body
was found inreceding Lake
Mead, authorities in Las Ve-
gas are trying to identify a
second set of newly discov-
ered human remains.

Two sisters from the Las Ve-
gas suburb of Henderson
were paddle boarding on
the drought-stricken Colo-
rado River reservoir when
they spotted bones Sat-
urday in the Callvile Bay
area of the lake.

Lindsey Melvin told KLAS-TV
that they thought at first it

was a bighorn sheep, but
saw what appeared to be
a human jaw and called
park rangers. The National
Park Service confirmed in
a statement that the bones
found were human.
Investigators are not freat-
ing the case as a homicide,
Las Vegas police said. The
remains are currently with
the Clark County Coroner's
Office.

The discovery came after a
body in a barrel was found
May 1 along newly ex-
posed shoreline of the lake

formed by Hoover Dam
between Nevada and Ari-
zona.

In that case, police said the
body was a man who had
been shot, probably be-
tween the mid-1970s and
the early 1980s because he
was wearing shoes manu-
factured during that pe-
riod.

Drought has dropped the
Lake Mead water level so
much that Las Vegas' up-
permost water intfake be-
came visible two weeks

ago.d
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Unionist party refuses to form new N Ireland government

LONDON (AP) — Northern

Ireland’s largest unionist
party, which lost last week’s
local elections, refused

Monday to return to a pow-
er-sharing government say-
ing it will not do so until its
demands over post-Brexit
customs arrangements are
met.

Democratic Unionist Party
leader Jeffrey Donaldson
was among political lead-
ers that met with Britain’s
Northern Ireland Secretary
Brandon Lewis, who urged
them to come together
to resurrect a paralyzed
Northern Irish government.
The talks came after na-
fionalist party Sinn  Fein,
which seeks union with Ire-
land, scored a historic vic-
tory in last week's Northern
Ireland Assembly elections.
Sinn Fein overtook the rival
DUP to become the first Irish
nationalist party to top the
voting in Northern Ireland’s
history.

It was a milestone for a par-
ty long associated with the
paramilitary lIrish Republi-
can Army, which sought to
use violence to take North-
ern Ireland out of U.K. rule.
But while Sinn Fein now has
the right to the position
of Northern Ireland’s first
minister, a functioning Ex-
ecutive cannot be formed

N |
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Democratic Unionist Party leader Jeffrey Donaldson pauses as he speaks to the media at
Parliament Buildings, Stormont, Belfast, Monday, May 9, 2022.

unless the DUP, as the larg-
est unionist party, agrees
to take the role of deputy
minister under the region’s
mandatory power-shar-
ing rules. Donaldson said
Monday he made clear o
Lewis that the DUP will not
nominafe ministers to the
Executive unless the UK.
government takes “deci-
sive action” on new Brexit
customs rules known as the
Northern Ireland Protocol.

“They gave a firm commit-
ment to protect our place

in the UK. infernal market.
They have not done so,
they have failed over the
last two-an-a-half years to
honor that commitment,”
Donaldson said.

“We look to what the gov-
ernment is now going to
say, but more fundamen-
tally important is what the
government is going to
do,” he added.

The unionists are strong-
ly opposed to new cus-
toms and border checks
on some goods entering

Associated Press

Northern Ireland from the
rest of the UK. that were in-
troduced after Britain's exit
from the European Union.
The special arrangement
was meant to prevent the
return of a hard land bor-
der with the Republic of
Ireland. Keeping that bor-
der open to the free flow
of people and goods is a
key pillar of the Northern
Ireland peace process that
ended decades of bloody
conflict.

But unionists argue that the

new checks have created
a barrier between Northern
Ireland and the rest of the
UK. that undermines their
British identity, and want
them scrapped.

Northern Ireland has been
without a functioning gov-
ernment  since February
when the DUP’s leader at
the time, Paul Givan, quit
as first minister in protest
over the post-Brexit rules.
Britain's Conservative gov-
ernment is trying to get
the EU to agree to major
changes, but negotiations
have reached an impasse.
Speaking after Monday's
meetings with party lead-
ers, Lewis said London will
“take nothing off the table”
in its negotiations with the
EU.

“The UK. government’s
overriding priority remains
the preservation of peace
and stability in Northern Ire-
land,” he said. “The current
sifuation with the protocol
is fundamentally undermin-
ing the Belfast (Good Fri-
day) Agreement and cre-
ating an unacceptable sit-
uafion in Northern Ireland.”
Sinn Fein’s vice-president,
Michelle O’'Neill, stressed
that she wanted to serve as
a “first minister for all” and
work in partnership with
other parties.(d

Australia aware of China plans for Solomon Islands wharves

By ROD McGUIRK
CANBERRA, Australia (AP)
— Australia’s prime minis-
ter said on Monday he was
aware of China's ambitions
in the southwest Pacific af-
ter a newspaper reported
plans by Beijing to build
wharves, shipyards and
underwater cables in the
Solomon Islands.

The Australian  newspa-
per published a leaked
four-page draft maritime
cooperation  agreement
between China and the
Solomon Islands dated this
year.

That follows the recent con-
firmation by China and the
Pacific island natfion that
they have signed a sepa-
rate security agreement
that the United States and
its allies fear could lead to
a Chinese naval base less
than 2,000 kilometers (1,200

miles) from the Australian
coast.

Security experts suspect
that maritime infrastructure
built under the latest draft
memorandum of under-
standing would be used by
the Chinese military.

Prime Minister Scott Mor-
rison said his government
was not surprised by the
reported draft agreement
to develop “port wharves,
submarine optical cable
construction, shipbuilding
and ship repair.”

“We're very aware of what
the Chinese government’s
ambitions are in the Pacific,
whether it be in relatfion to
facilities such as that or na-
val bases or other presence
of their military in the Pacif-
ic,” Morrison told reporters.
“I am very concerned, as
many other Pacific leaders
are, about the interference

and infrusion of the Chinese
government into these
types of arrangements and
what that can mean for
the peace, stability and se-
curity of the southwest Pa-
cific,” Morrison added.
Solomon Islands opposition
lowmaker Peter Kenilorea
Jr. said his father, Peter Ke-
nilorea, the independent
counftry’s first prime minister
from 1978 until 1981, would
be “upset” by current Prime
Minister Manasseh Soga-
vare's use of China to “le-
verage” more from other
countries.

“The Solomon Islands is nev-
er going to become part of
that kind of diplomacy,”
Kenilorea told Australia’s
Ten Network television.
"We have cordial relations
with our friends. They know
our needs and we work
through them rather than

Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison speaks at a press
conference after visiting a steel fabrication company in
Townsville, Tuesday, April 26, 2022.

using each other as lever-
age against each other,”
he added.

The United States has said it
would take unspecified ac-
tion against the Solomon
Islands should the secu-
rity agreement with China

Associated Press

pose a threat to U.S. or al-
lied interests.

Australia has a security
pact with the Solomon Is-
lands and sent a peace-
keeping police force to the
capital, Honiara, in Novem-
ber after civil unrest.[]
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Sri Lankan prime minister resigns after weeks of protests

—

By KRISHAN FRANCIS,
BHARATHA MALLAWARA-
CHI and KRUTIKA PATHI
Associated Press
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP)
— Sri Lanka's prime minister
resigned Monday following
weeks of protests demand-
ing that he and his brother,
the country’s president,
step down for dragging the
nafion info its worst eco-
nomic crisis in decades.
Prime Minister Mahinda Ra-
japaksa said on Twitter that
he submitted his resigna-
tion to President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, a move that
followed a violent attack
by government supporters
on the protesters, prompt-
ing authorities to deploy
armed froops in the capi-
tal, Colombo.

Four people, including a
ruling party lawmaker, died
in Monday'’s violence, po-
lice spokesman Nihal Thal-
duwa told the Associated
Press. President Rajapaksa
imposed a countrywide
curfew Monday evening
lasting  until Wednesday
morning.

For more than a month,
protests have spread
across the country, draw-
ing people across ethnici-
ties, religions and class. For
the first fime middle-class
Sri Lankans also took to the
streets in large numbers,
marking a dramatic revolt
by many former Rajapaksa
supporters, some of whom
have spent weeks protest-
ing outside the president’s
office.

The protests underscored a
dramatic fall from favor of
the Rajapaksas, Sri Lanka's
most powerful political dy-
nasty for decades. The
brothers were once hailed
as heroes by many of the
island’s Buddhist-Sinhalese
majority for ending the
country's 30-year civil war,
and despite accusations of
war atrocities, were firmly

A

An injured Sri Lankan Buddhist monk is being carried away who among many other anti-
government protesters were injured after attacked by government supporters outside prime
minister Mahinda Rajapaksa’s residence in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Monday, May 9, 2022.

entfrenched at the top of Sri
Lankan politics until now.
The prime minister's resig-
nafion comes as the coun-
fry's economy has swiftly
unraveled in recent weeks.
Imports of everything from
milk to fuel have plunged,
spawning dire food short-
ages and roling power
cuts. People have been
forced to stand in lines for
hours to buy essenfials.
Doctors have warned of
crippling shortages of life-
saving drugs in hospitals,
and the government has
suspended payments on $7
billion in foreign debt due
this year alone.

President Gotabaya Rao-
japaksa initially blamed Sri
Lanka’s economic woes on
global factors like the pan-
demic battering its tourism
industry and the Russio-
Ukraine conflict pushing up
global oil prices. But both
he and his brother have
since admitted to mistakes
that exacerbated the crisis,
including conceding they
should have sought an In-
ternational Monetary Fund
bailout sooner.

Sri Lanka has been holding
talks with the IMF to setup a
rescue plan but its progress
depends on negotiations
on debt restructuring with
creditors.  Any long-term
plan would take at least six
months to get underway.
Sri Lanka was in financial
frouble even before the
Ukraine war drove up food

and oil prices and made
things worse.

The Sri Lankan government
has been running big bud-
get deficits after cutting
taxes in 2019 and struggling
to collect taxes during the
COVID-19 pandemic. It
also has piled up massive
foreign debt much of it
owed to China and has
scant foreign exchange
reserves to pay for imports
and to defend its embat-
tled currency, the rupee.
Sri Lanka is at the top of a
list compiled by Liliana Ro-
jas-Suarez of the Center for
Global Development that
ranks the countries most ex-
posed to financial shocks.
Those most vulnerable rely
on commodity imports and
have low foreign exchange
reserves compared to what
they owe other countries.
Monday's violence trig-
gered widespread anger,
with people singling out Ra-
japaksa supporters and at-
tacking them in many parts
of the country.

Ruling party lawmaker Am-
arakeerthi Athukorale and
his bodyguard were killed
in Nittambuwa, some 30 ki-
lometers (20 miles) north of
Colombo after the car they
were traveling in was inter-
cepted by an angry crowd,
the police spokesman said.
Athikorale or his bodyguard
had fired gunshots at the
protesters, who chased
them and tfrapped them in-
side a building where their
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badly beaten bodies were
recovered by police sev-
eral hours later, the spokes-
man said.

Three people were hos-
pitalized  with  gunshot
wounds from the shofs fired
from the lawmaker's vehi-
cle, he said.

Separately, in the Rajapak-
sas' hometown of Weera-
ketiya, a crowd that fried to
seft fire to alocal politician’s
home was fired upon killing
two protesters, he said.
Protesters tfried several fimes
to break info the prime
minister’s official residence
Monday night forcing po-
lice to fire tear gas. Homes
of government ministers
and politicians supporting
the Rajapaksas were also
aftacked and some set on
fire. The memorial for the
brothers’ parents was van-
dalized.

Jayadeva Uyangoda, a
political scientist in Colom-
bo, said the prime minister’s
resignation marked a new
chapter in the country’s
political crisis. “The prime
minister had to resign in dis-
grace after his supporters
unleashed such violence,”
he said.

He added that it would be
difficult for President Got-
abaya Rajapaksa to main-
tain credibility after Mon-
day’s violence.

But the president has so far
refused to resign and Parlio-
ment must go through a dif-
ficult process if it attempts

fo oust him. The resignation
of the prime minister meant
the entire Cabinet was dis-
solved.

Earlier on Monday, the
prime minister’'s supporters
attacked protesters who
had been demonstrating
outside the prime minister’s
official residence for weeks,
hitting them with wooden
and iron poles. They then
marched fo the presi-
dent’s office, where they
attacked protesters there
and set their camps on fire.
Police fired tear gas and
a water cannon, but not
forcefully enough to con-
frol the mob. The attack
occurred despite a state
of emergency declared by
the president Friday that
gave him wide powers for
riot conftrol.

Hundreds of armed sol-
diers were deployed in the
capital, as the protesters
accused police of not pre-
venting the attack, despite
using tear gas and water
cannons on protfesters on
Friday.

"Police did not protect us,
therefore we have taken it
info our own hands,” said
Druvi Jinasena, who was
helping block roads to pro-
tect the protest site.

An official at the main hos-
pital in Colombo said 173
people were freated, most
for minor injuries, though 15
were seriously injured. The
official spoke on condi-
fion of anonymity because
she was not authorized to
speak to the media.

The country’s foreign re-
serves have plummeted
below $50 milion and it
owes nearly $25 billion in
foreign debt for payment
by 2026. Its total foreign
debtis $51 billion.
Meanwhile, popular an-
ger at the Rajapaksa clan
has only grown, ramping
up pressure on President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa  to
quit too. "There has been
sustained pressure for the
last several weeks for the
president to resign but he
hasn’'t paid much attention
to that,” said Bhavani Fon-
seka, a senior researcher at
the Colombo-based Cen-
ter for Policy Alternatives.
"People are furious — and
that anger is not going
away anytime soon."]
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Embatitlied Israeli leader vows to keep government afloat

By JOSEF FEDERMAN
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel's
embafttled prime minister
on Monday vowed to con-
finue to lead the country
as his shaky government
limped into the opening of
parliament's summer ses-
sion on the verge of col-
lapse.

Less than a year after tak-
ing office, Naftali Bennett
has lost his parliamentary
majority, his own party is
crumbling and a key gov-
erning partner has sus-
pended cooperation with
the coalition. That has set
the stage for a possible at-
tempt by the opposition,
led by former Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu,
fo topple the government
later this week.

While Bennett appears to
be poised to fend off this
immediate challenge, his
longer-term prospects are
uncertain at a time when
the government is deeply
divided over major issues,
Israel is facing an ongo-
ing wave of stabbings and
shootings by lone-wolf Pal-
estinian attackers and a
confrontation with the Unit-
ed States over West Bank
seftlement construction is
looming.

Boaz Toporovsky, the act-
ing coalition chairman, ac-
knowledged the coalition
is in the midst of a "serious
crisis" but said he was opti-
mistic it would survive. "Ev-
eryone understands that
we're at a crossroads that

Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett pauses during the opening of the summer session of the Knes-
set, Israel's parliament, in Jerusalem, Monday, May 9, 2022.

can bring about, heaven
forbid, elections in Israel,"
he told the Israeli pub-
lic broadcaster Kan early
Monday.

The new  government
made history when it took
office last June, ending pro-
longed deadlock in which
the country went through
four rounds of inconclusive
elections in just two years.
Racing to head off what
would have been another
election, Bennett cobbled
together a diverse coadlifion
of eight parties with little
in common beyond their
shared animosity toward
Netanyahu.

The new coadlition, includ-
ing hard-line religious na-

fionalists that oppose Pal-
estinian statehood, dovish
left-wingers and for the
first fime in an Israeli coali-
fion, an Islamist Arab par-
ty, agreed to sideline the
country's most divisive is-
sues and focus on areas of
broad consensus.

The government has man-
aged to pass a budget,
navigate the coronavirus
pandemic and strength-
en relations with both the
Biden administration and
Israel's Arab allies. Benneftt
also has emerged as a
surprising mediatfor in the
Ukraine-Russia war, regular-
ly speaking to the leaders
of both countries.

Although Bennett, who
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leads a small religious-nao-
fionalist party, has ruled
out peace ftalks with the
Palestinians, he has tried
fo reduce tensions by tak-
ing steps to improve living
condifions in the occupied
West Bank and Gaza Strip.
This cautious approach has
repeatedly been tested.
One member of Bennett's
Yamina party defected
when the government took
office, accusing him of
abandoning their nation-
alist ideology. A second
member followed suit last
month, leaving the coali-
fion and opposition equally
divided in the 120-seat par-
liament.

Weeks of Israeli-Palestinian

violence, much of it fueled
by tensions and fighting at
Jerusalem's most sensitive
holy site, prompted Man-
sour Abbas, leader of the
Islamist Arab Ra'am faction
in the coadlition, to suspend
cooperation. Abbas has
not said whether he will re-
sume cooperafion or join
the opposition in attempts
fo topple the coalition this
week.

"We're in a not so simple cri-
sis with Ra'am," Toporovsky
said, adding that he un-
derstood the Islamist party's
disappointment in the slow
pace of effecting change
for Israel's Arab citizens.

A public opinion survey in
April by the Israel Democra-
cy Institute found that only
30% of respondents be-
lieved the government was
likely to survive the vyear,
down from 49% in February.
The think tank polled 751 Is-
raeli Jews and Arabs, and
reported a margin of error
of 3.65 percentage points.
Netanyahu is  weighing
whether to infroduce a mo-
fion this week to dissolve
parliament and trigger new
elections. Such a move
is risky. It would require af
least one of the remaining
members of the coalition
fo join him, and there is no
guarantee that will hap-
pen. If he fails, he would
not be able to infroduce a
similar motion for the next
six months as an ongoing
corruption frial against Ne-
tanyahu moves ahead.]

Official: 8 Turkish citizens kidnapped from bus in Haiti

By EVENS SANON
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP)
— Eight Turkish citizens have
been kidnapped in Haiti's
capital, an official told The
Associated Press on Mon-
day, apparently the latest
in a string of high-profile
kidnappings by powerful
gangs.

Hugues Josue, Turkey's hon-
orary consul in Haiti, said
the group had boarded a
bus in the neighboring Do-
minican Republic and were
kidnapped late Sunday af-
ternoon in the Croix-des-
Bouquets neighborhood of
Port-au-Prince. Those kid-
napped were five men and
three women, he said.

Josue said he did not have
any details on a potential
ransom request, and no
additional information was
immediately available.
Meanwhile, Turkish Foreign
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu
fold reporters that a "crisis
desk" had been set up in
Haiti and that Turkey was
following the issue closely.
"They are thought to have
been kidnapped for ran-
som," Cavusoglu  said.
"There is negative concern-
ing the state of their health
at the moment."
Croix-des-Bouquets is con-
frolled by the 400 Mawozo
gang, which kidnapped 17
members of a U.S.-based

missionary group in the
same area last October.
The gang demanded $1
million in ransom and held
most of them until Decem-
ber.

A diplomat from the Do-
minican Republic was kid-
napped in the same neigh-
borhood earlier this month
and later freed.

Last week, Haiti's National
Police announced that
one of the top leaders of
the 400 Mawozo gang,
Germine Joly, was exira-
dited to the U.S. He faces
charges involving kidnap-
ping, smuggling and import
of weapons of war.

The violence and insecurity

Demonstrators march demanding peace and security in La

Plaine neighborhood of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Friday, May §é,

2022.

has prompted Haitians to
organize protests in recent

Associated Press

weeks to demand safer
neighborhoods.[]
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The Bulldog Aruba

Open, warm and relaxed

PALM BEACH - A combina-
tion of a cocktail bar, ares-
taurant and a gift shop on a

tropical island, now that is
something you need to try!
We invite you to The Bull-

Daily for Lunch and Dinner

From:  10:30 am to 10:00 pm
Tel.: 587

Website: 1

dog Aruba! The most re-
cent addition to the world
famous 'Livingroom of Am-
sterdam' by the Bulldog
family. Located in the cen-
ter of Paseo Herencia Mall
in Palm Beach.

The Bulldog Aruba seats up
to 110 people and provides
guests with a refined selec-
tion of cocktails, smoothies
and fine dining. With regu-
lar Karaoke Nights, live per-
formances by bands and
DJs, it is a relaxed place to
go out and meet new peo-
ple. Just like in Amsterdam,
The Bulldog Aruba allows
guests to taste the typical
Bulldog atmosphere: invit-
ing, pleasant and relaxed.
An atmosphere that fits
seamlessly with the Carib-
bean way of life. Without
a doubt, this is 'The Living-
room of Aruba'.

The history of The Bulldog
goes back fto 1975 when
founder Henk de Vries took
over his father's shop in
Amsterdam's famous Red
Light District and turned
this place into the world's
very first coffee shop. To-
day, The Bulldog is an in-
ternational company with
multiple locations in Bar-
celona, Rome, lbiza, Silver
Star (Canada BC) and, of

- e ——

course, home base Amsterdam.

Walk-ins are always welcome, but reservations are highly
recommended at +297 563-7951 or send an email to ors-
ine.wanga@thebulldog.com

Roses are red, Violets are blue, Vodka is cheaper than
dinner for twoll]

The Bulldog Aruba

Paseo Herencia Mall, Palm Beach
Tel: +297-563-7951

Open from Monday to Sunday
From 5pm to Tam




Allure of the Seas received a warm
welcome and celebrated the
milestone of its arrival

Oranjestad - During the first visit of Allure
of the Seas on Aruba, Ronella Croes, CEO
of A.T.A, along with the Minister of Tourism,
Dangui Oduber, presented the captain of
the cruise ship a framed photo of a tradi-
tional Aruban home. This took place dur-
ing the ceremony that is a part of every
inaugural visit of a cruise ship.

Some members of the AT.A team also
formed a part of the group that was able
to board the cruise ship to attend this cer-
emony, and after received a tour of the
ship. As the office for tourism, it was a mo-
ment of pride and joy fo be able to see
this inaugural arrival and to form a part of
it.

A.T.A wants to thank and congratulate the
community of Aruba for this milestone, as
well as the Ministry of Tourism, Aruba Ports,
Authority, SEL Maduro & Sons as an agent

for Royal Caribbean Cruise Lines and the
department of Cruise Ship Tourism at A.T.A.

Since 2011 the office of tourism took over
the responsibilities in regards to cruise ships,
which used to fall under Aruba Cruise Au-
thority. Along with the key associates, in-
cluding the Ministry of Tourism, APA, A.T.A
invests in various key aspects for the devel-
opment of cruise ship tourism. Part of the
team is in charge of the service to clients
when the tourist is in Aruba. Aside from this,
aftraction and maintenance of the cruise
associates is also one of the services pro-
vided. They work with different authorities
in order to optimize the experience for the
visitor the moment they are on our Island.

During the 2011 o 2019 period, cruise ship
tourism on Aruba saw an average growth
of 5%.4
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Business sentiments more optimistic in the first quarter of 2022
Results for the first quarter of 2022

Chart 1z Business Perception Index

110
108
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Bource: Cenbrale Bank van Aruba

chart 2: Current economlc and Short-term future econemic condition Index

Source: Cantrale Bank van Aruba

The Central Bank of Aruba (CBA) concluded
its Business Perception Survey (BPS) for the first
quarter of 2022. The BPS assesses the economic
sentiments of local businesses.

In the first quarter of 2022, the Business Percep-
fion Index (BPl), comprising the current and
short-term economic conditions, rose further by
1.4 index points to 107.9, reflecting more opti-
mistic business sentiments. The upsurge in busi-
ness sentiments resulted from increases in both
current and short-term future economic condi-
tions (See Chart 1).

The current economic condition index noted
anincrease of 1.0 index points fo 106.9, up from
105.9 in the fourth quarter of 2021. The short-term
future economic condition index grew by 1.8in-
dex points, i.e., from 107.3 in the fourth quarter
of 2021 to 109.1 in the first quarter of 2022 (See
Chart 2). The percentage of respondents ex-
pecting positive economic growth in the next
12 months increased by 6.1 percentage points
to 50.0 percent.

The complete report of the Business Perception
Survey is available on the website of the CBA
(https://www.cbaruba.org/).Q

Aruba achieves second place in Big Live Nature Quiz

Fun Online Nature Game for the Dutch Caribbean

On April 22nd, the Dutch Caribbe-
an Nature Alliance (DCNA) hosted
its Big Live Nature Quiz for adults on
Aruba, Bonaire, Curagao, Saba, St.
Eustatius, and St. Maarten.

A fotal of 150+ individuals par-
ficipated in the online, live, and
interactive quiz. After many excit-
ing and fthriling nature question
rounds, a feam on Curacao won.
Second place went to a feam on
Aruba and third place to a team
on Saba.

The online Big Live Nature Quiz is
created to educate citizens about
nature in a fun interactive way,
to instill pride about the islands’
nafure, encourage eco-friendly
practices, support the parks con-
servation projects, and to connect
people throughout the Dutch Ca-
ribbean.

Yearly Free Quiz for Adults and Kids
This a yearly event for both adults
and kids since 2020. For 2022, the
kids' edition is currently planned
for the beginning of November.
Stay tuned for your next chance to
learn more about the nature of the
Dutch Caribbean.

Live and Interactive Quiz
Teams could participate in two

ways. Teams were invited to play
from home (online) with friends
and family or join at one of the
broadcast locations (bars).

The Quiz was online and live. There-
fore, all teams from the Dutch Cao-
ribbean islands could participate
at the same time as well as interact
with each other and the host of the
program.

Broadcast  locations  included
Aruba: Chaos Café, Bonaire: Hill-
side, Saba: Long Haul, St.  Eu-
statius: Ocean View Terrace, St.
Maarten: Dinghy Dock Sailors Bar.
A big thank you to STINAPA Bonaire,
CARMABI on Curacao, Aruba No-
tional Park Foundation, Saba Con-
servation Foundation, STENAPA on
St Eustatius, Nature Foundation Sint
Maarten and WeConnect for their
support and creating this event.

Theme: Endangered animals and
plants

The quiz had a total of 20 multiple
choice trivia questions. The quiz
was in English but questions also
had Dutch, Papiamentu and Pa-
piamento subtitles. Questions in-
cluded species such as sea turtles,
sharks and iguanas.

Winners
First place went to “Vreemde Vo-

gels” on Curacao. They will receive
a sailing trip around their beauti-
ful island. Second place went to
"Lucky’s Group Therapy” on Aruba
and third place to “What a Team”
on Saba. Island winners of Bonaire
are the Barracudas. For St Maarten:
Chicken Dinner (Emily Koch) and
St. Eustatius: The Shallows. They re-
ceived smaller prizes. Congratulo-
tions to alll

“It was a lot of fun and | learned
much about nature. So nice that
all Dutch Caribbean islands could
participate live. | am looking for-
ward to the next quiz!”. BLNQ Par-
ficipant from Hillside Bonaire

Don't Miss the next Big Live Nature
Quiz

Check out DCNA's Facebook
(Dutch Caribbean Natfure Alli-
ance), Instagram (DCNAnature)
or BigLiveNatureQuiz.org for more
information and photos of the
events. If you have any questions,
send an email to research@DCNA-
nature.org or call +599-717-5010.

The Big Live Nature Quiz is gener-
ously funded by the Ministry of Ag-
riculture, Nature and Food Quality
(LNV) and DCNA's activities are
supported by the Dutch Postcode
Lottery.
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Aruba Home Minders offers A Steal of a Deal =

Cozy 2nd floor condo at Villas Del Mar with remvateﬂhtmen & bath. high
ceilings & balcony overlooking the courtyard and plung pool.
Reasonable HOA includes cable/ internet & gas.

BEDROOM

$92,500. 00

KITCHEN

KITCHEN
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EXPLAINER: Recessmn fears grow Bui how h|gh is the risk?

By CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
AP Economics Writer
WASHINGTON (AP) — In-
flation is at a 40-year high.
Stock prices are sinking. The
Federal Reserve is making
borrowing much costlier.
And the economy actu-
ally shrank in the first three
months of this year.

Is the United States aft risk
of enduring another re-
cession, just two years af-
ter emerging from the last
one¢

For now, even the more
pessimistic economists
don't expect a downturn
anytime soon. Despite the
inflation squeeze, consum-
ers — the primary driver
of the economy — are
still spending at a healthy
pace. Businesses are in-
vesting in equipment and
software, reflecting a posi-
five outlook. And the job
market is more robust than
it's been in years, with hiring
stfrong, layoffs way down
and many employers des-
perate for more workers.
Yet several worrisome
developments in recent
weeks suggest that the risk
of recession may be rising.
High inflation has proved
far more stubborn than
many economists had ex-
pected. Russia's invasion of
Ukraine has exacerbated
global food and energy
prices. Extreme lockdowns
in China over COVID-19
are worsening supply short-
ages.

And when Federal Reserve
Chair Jerome Powell spoke
at a news conference last

Photo of Andrew Jackson on a $20 bill is shown, Jan. 28, 2022, in Cleveland.

week, he reinforced the
central bank's determina-
tion to do whatever it might
take to curb inflation, in-
cluding raising interest rates
so high as to weaken the
economy. If that happens,
the Fed could potentially
frigger a recession, per-
haps in the second half of
next year, economists say.
By mid-2023, the Fed's
benchmark short-term rate,
which affects many con-
sumer and business loans,
could reach levels not seen
in 15 years. Analysts say
the U.S. economy, which
has thrived for years on the
fuel of ultra-low borrowing
costs, might not be able
to withstand the impact of
much higher rates.
"Recession risks are low now
but elevated in 2023 as in-
flation could force the Fed
to hike until it hurts," Ethan
Harris, global economist at

Bank of America, said in a
note to clients.

The nation's unemploy-
ment rate is at a near-half-
century low of 3.6%, and
employers are posting a re-
cord-high number of open
jobs. So what might cause
an economy with such a
healthy labor market to suf-
fer a recession?

Here's what the path to an
eventual downturn could
look like:

— The Fed's rate hikes are
sure to slow spending in ar-
eas that require consum-
ers to borrow, with housing
the most visible example.
The average rate on a 30-
year fixed mortgage has
dlready jumped to 5.25%,
the highest level since 2009.
A year ago, the average
was below 3%. Home sales
have fallen in response,
and so have mortgage ap-
plications, a sign that sales
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will keep slowing. A similar
trend could occur in other

markets, for cars, appli-
ances and furniture, for ex-
ample.

— Borrowing costs for busi-
nesses are rising, as reflect-
ed in increased yields on
corporate bonds. At some
point, those higher rates
could weaken business
investment. If companies
pull back on buying new
equipment or expanding
capacity, they will also start
to slow hiring.

— Falling stock prices may
discourage affluent house-
holds, who collectively hold
the bulk of America's stock
wealth, from spending as
much on vacation fravel,
home renovations or new
appliances. Broad stock
indexes have tumbled for
five straight weeks. Falling
share prices also tend to di-
minish the ability of corpo-

rations to expand.

— Rising caution among
companies and consum-
ers about spending freely
could further slow hiring or
even lead tfo layoffs. If the
economy were to lose jobs
and the public were to
grow more fearful, consum-
ers would pull back further
on spending.

— The consequences of
high inflation would wors-
en this scenario. Wage
growth, adjusted for infla-
tion, would slow and leave
Americans with even less
purchasing power. Though
a weaker economy would
eventually reduce inflation,
until then high prices could
hinder consumer spending.
— Eventually, the slow-
down would feed on itself,
with layoffs mounting as
economic growth slowed,
leading consumers to in-
creasingly cut back out
of concern that they, too,
might lose their jobs.

The clearest sign that a re-
cession might be nearing,
economists say, would be a
steady rise in job losses and
a surge in unemployment.
As a rule of thumb, an in-
crease in the unemploy-
ment rate of three-tenths
of a percentage point, on
average over the previous
three months, has meant a
recession will eventually fol-
low.

Many economists  also
monitor changes in the in-
terest payments, or yields,
on different bonds for a re-
cession signal known as an
"inverted yield curve." ]
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Coral reefs provide stunning images of
a world under assavult

Staghorn coral clings to rocks near the Coral City Cameraq, that
livestreams images from along a rock wall, Tuesday, April 19,

2022, at PortMiami in Miami.

By CURT ANDERSON and
CODY JACKSON
Associated Press

MIAMI (AP) — Humans
don’'t know what they're
missing under the surface
of a busy shipping channel
in the “cruise capital of the
world.” Just below the keels
of massive ships, an under-
water camera provides
a live feed from another
world, showing marine life
that’s trying its best to resist
global warming.

That camera in Miami's
Government Cut is just one
of the many ventures of
a marine biologist and a
musician who've been on
a 15-year mission to raise
awareness about  dying
coral reefs by combining
science and art to bring
undersea life into pop cul-
ture.

Their company Coral Mor-
phologic is surfacing stun-
ning images, putting gor-
geous closeups of under-
water creatures on social
media, setting time-lapsed
video of swaying, glowing
coral to music and project-
ing it onfo buildings, even
seling a coral-themed
beachwear line.

“We aren’'tallart. We aren’t
all science. We aren't all
tech. We are an alchemy,”
said Colin Foord, who de-
fies the looks of a typical
scientist, with blue hair so
spiky that it seems electri-
cally charged. He and his
business partner J.D. McK-
ay sat down with The As-
sociated Press to show off
their work.

One of their most popular

Associated Press

projects is the Coral City
Camera, which recently
passed 2 million views and
usually has about 100 view-
ers online at any given time
each day.

“We're going to actually
be able to document one
year of coral growth, which
has never been done
before in situ on a coral
reef, and that's only pos-
sible because we have this
technological connection
right here at the port of Mi-
ami that allows us to have
power and internet,” Foord
said.

The livestream has al-
ready revealed that stag-
horn and other corals can
adapt and thrive even in
a highly urbanized under-
sea environment, along
with 177 species of fish, dol-
phins, manatees and other
sed life, Foord said.

“"We have these very resil-
ient corals growing here.
The primary goal of us get-
ting it underwater was to
show people there is so
much marine life right here
in our city,” Foord said.
McKay, meanwhile, sounds
like a Broadway producer
as he describes how he
also fims the creatures in
their Miami lab, growing
coral in tanks to get them
ready for closeups in glori-
ous color.

“"We essentfially create
a set with one of these
aquariums, and then obvi-
ously there'’s actors coral
or shrimp or whatever and
then we film if, and then |
get a vibe, whatever might
be happening in the scene,

and then I soundtrackit with
some ambient like sounds,
something very oceanic,”
McKay explained.

Their latest production,
“ Coral City Flourotour, *
will be shown on the New
World Center Wallscape
this week as the Aspen
Institute hosts a major cli-
mate conference in Miami
Beach. Foord is speaking
on a panel about how the
ocean’s natural systems
can help humans learn to
combatimpacts of climate
change. The talk's fitle?
“The Ocean is a Superhe-
ro."

“I think when we can rec-
ognize that we're all this
one family of life and ev-
erything is interconnect-
ed, that hopefully we can
make meaningful changes
now, so that future gen-
erations don't have to live
in a world of wildfires and
melted ice caps and dead
oceans,” Foord told the AP.
Their mission is urgent: After
500 million years on Earth,
these species are under as-
sault from climate change.
The  warming oceans
prompt coral bleaching
and raise the risk of infec-
fious diseases that can
cause mass die-offs in cor-
al, according to the Nao-
tional Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration.
Stronger storms and
changes in water chemis-
fry can destroy reef struc-
tures, while altered currents
sweep away food and lar-
vae.

“Climate change is the
greatest global threat to

coral reef ecosystems,”
NOAA said in a recent re-
port.

That gets at the second
part of Coral Morpholog-
ic's name. “What does it
mean to be morphologic?
It really means having to
adapt because the envi-
ronment is always chang-
ing,” Foord said.

The staghorn, elkhorn and
brain coral living in Govern-
ment Cut provide a real-
world example of how cor-
al communities can adapt
to such things as rising heat
and polluted runoff, even
in such an unlikely setting
as the port of Miami.
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assifieds

Marriott Surf Club

Palm Beach

Gold Season

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath
Ocean View

Price: $ 9K

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Marriott Ocean Club
Palm Beach

Gold Season

1 Bedroom 1 Bath

Ocean view

Price : 6 K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Aruba Divi Phoenix

Palm Beach

1 Bedroom 2 Bath

Week 18 and 19

Room # 650 pool/ocean view
29 weeks remain each

Price : $9 K each

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

Tierra Del Sol

Arachi beach wespunt

3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath
Ocean view with Garage
Fully furnished

Price :$475 K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA

House at Palm Beach

3 Bedroom 2 bath

With a studio appartment
5 min walk to beach

Top location

Price : $ 550 K

Call : 011-297-630-1307

HTTA

Le Vent

Eagle Beach

3 Bedroom , 3 Bath
Ground floor across one
Of the most buetyfull beach
In the World

Price : $ 900 K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HTTA
Gold Coast
West punt Arachi beach
Town House
3 Bedroom ,3 Bath
Fully Furnished
Price :$450 K
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
215424

Wordle answer changed to avoid
fraught word, NY Times says

By DAVID BAUDER

AP Media Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — The New
York Times moved swiftly to
change Monday’s answer
fo its daily Wordle puzzle
out of fear that it would be
seen as some sort of com-
mentary on the debate
over abortion rights.

The game, which became
a sensation late last year
and was bought by The
Times in January, gives us-
ers six fries to guess a differ-
ent five-letter word each
day.

Yet The Times scrambled
when it discovered that
Monday's  word, which
had been entered info
Wordle's computer pro-
gram last year, was “fetus.”
The timing was particularly
fraught given last week’s
leaked report of a draft
U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion that would strike down
a 50-year-old ruling gov-
erning the ability of women
to receive abortions.

The appearance of “fetus”
was “entirely unintentional
and a coincidence,” the

Time Share Resales + Realty}
Own or Rent a piece of the Rock

For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort

* All inventory available

| Visit our website :

www.halleytimetravelaruba.com

For more info call:(297) 630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com
| also visit{new):
www . halleyadventures.com

A sign for The New York Times hangs above the entrance to its
building, Thursday, May 6, 2021 in New York.

newspaper said in a mes-
sage to readers on Mon-
day.

“At New York Times Games,
we take our role seriously
as a place to entertain
and escape, and we want
Wordle to remain distinct
from the news,” the mes-
sage said.

The Times changed Mon-
day’s answer to a different
word, and a spokesman
said that a “vast majority”
of users saw that. But some
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people who had not re-
freshed their browsers saw
“fetus” instead, spokes-
man Jordan Cohen said.

He would not say whether
The Times had received
any complaints  about
“fetus.”"Wordle was in-
vented by Josh Wardle,
a Brooklyn software engi-
neer, as a gift for his part-
ner and fook off when he
began posting it online. [
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HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Paradera Tel. 588 6638

San Nicolas:

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
ruba Airport 524 2424
merican Airlines 582 2700
vianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

IAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118
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'‘Jeopardy’ savors run of super champions after host stumbles

By DAVID BAUDER

AP Media Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — As Mat-
tea Roach, Amy Schneider
and Matt Amodio can at-
test, if's cool to be smart
again.

"Jeopardy!" is on an un-
usual run of super champs.
In the past seven months,
each of those contestants
has landed in the felevision
game show's historical list
of top five winning streaks.
Roach's run of victories
ended on her 24th game
Friday.

The timing couldn't be bet-
ter for "Jeopardy!" — and
the show's fans know all
about timing.

The show had been reeling
last summer after it bun-
gled the process of replac-
ing late host Alex Trebek.
Mike Richards was fired as
both host and executive
producer of the show after
insensitive statements he
had made on a podcast
surfaced.

"It hasreally let people fallin
love with 'Jeopardy!' again
and forget about what
happened to focus on all
of these amazing contes-
fants," said Andy Saunders,
who runs thejeopardyfan.
com website.

Amodio, a doctoral candi-
date at Yale University, ran
off 38 straight wins before
he was beaten last Octo-

This combination of two separate photos shows contestants Amy Schneider, left, and Mattea
Roach on "Jeopardy!"

ber. He soon gave way to
Schneider, the engineer-
ing manager from Oak-
land who was a fixture on
TV over the holidays be-
fore her streak ended at
40. Roach, a 23-year-old
futor from Toronto, was
the show's youngest major
champion.

They joined Ken Jennings,
whose 74-game streak in
2004 has never seriously
been challenged and
high-stakes gambler James
Holzhauer, who won 32 in

2019, in the "Jeopardy!" top
five.

The show, which has
aired regularly since 1984,
changed ifs rules in 2003
to allow people to stay on
until they lose. Prior to that,
winners were capped at
five games.

Ask Michael Davies, the
show's executive producer,
why the sudden run of big
winners, and you get a ver-
bal shrug.

"l don't have a simple an-
swer," he said.

Associated Press

The "price" for such long
runs can be a string of dull
games because the play-
ers are so dominant. Yet
the winning streaks create
sfrong characters in ways
that are unusual for game
shows. People fune in fo
root for or against them like
they do for sports teams,
said Saunders, who has
worked in game show pro-
duction.

That's reflected in the rat-
ings. The "Jeopardy!" audi-
ence is up 400,000 this year

in an era most shows are
shrinking, Davies said. The
game averaged 9.4 million
viewers a night during the
third week in April, more
than any program that
week on prime-time televi-
sion, the Nielsen company
said.

'The people that win are
the people who make the
most aftempts, the ones
who are able to unscram-
ble what it is that they're
asking faster than anybody
else," Davies said.
Schneider and Roach were
notable for their impressive
breadth of knowledge, and
they were rarely wrong.
Amodio was parficularly
adept at harder questions
with a big monetary value
and he sought them out
first, pinning hopes on a
"shock and awe" strategy
that demoralized oppo-
nents.

Since he's been producer,
Davies said "Jeopardy!"
has been trying broaden
out the subject matter that
contestants face.

"We're frying to test excel-
lence," said Davies, who
was producer of "Who
Wants to Be a Milionaire"
during Regis Philbin's hey-
day. "We're tfrying to test
people on how much they
really know. We don't want
it to be for people who
know ftrivia.

New Docfor Who' star is 'Sex Education' actor Ncuti Gatwa
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Ncuti Gatwa poses for photographers upon arrival for the British
Academy Television Awards in London, June é, 2021.

LONDON (AP) — Ncuti
Gatwa will take the mantle
from Jodie Whittaker on
"Doctor Who," the BBC an-
nounced Sunday, ending
speculation over the iconic

Associated Press

Time Lord's next regenera-
fion.

"Sometimes talent walks
through the door and it's
so bright and bold and bril-
liant, | just stand back in

awe and thank my lucky
stars," returning showrun-
ner Russell T Davies said in
the broadcaster's release.
"Ncuti dazzled us, seized
hold of the Doctor and
owned those TARDIS keys in
seconds."

Gatwa, whose first name
is pronounced 'SHOO-tee,
currently stars in  Neftflix's
high school comedy-dro-
ma "Sex Education" as the
effervescent FEric Effiong,
who is openly gay but from
a highly religious family.
The Rwanda-born, Scot-
land-raised Gatwa, 29, will
be the first Black actor to
helm the quintessential Brit-
ish sci-fi show, but he won't
be the first Black Doctor —
Jo Martin has played "Fugi-
tive Doctor" in several epi-
sodes.

Whittaker became the
13th Doctor — and the first
woman to play the cenfral
galaxy-hopping, extrater-
restrial Time Lord who re-
generates info new bodies
— in 2017, when she ftook
over from Peter Capaldi.
Her last episode of "Doc-
tor Who" is expected to air
later this year.

The original run of "Doc-
tor Who" spanned 1963 to
1989. Since the show was
revived in 2005, the Doctor
has been played by Chris-
topher Eccleston, David
Tennant and Matt Smith,
in addition to Capaldi and
Whittaker. Other stars, like
Karen Gillan and Billie Pip-
er, have made their names
on the show as the Doctor's
"companion.”

"This role and show means

SO much fo so many
around the world, includ-
ing myself, and each one
of my incredibly talented
predecessors has handled
that unique responsibility
and privilege with the ut-
most care. | will endeavor
my utmost to do the same,"
the release quoted Gatwa
— who described his emo-
fions as "a mix of deeply
honored, beyond excited
and of course a little bit
scared" — as saying.

In addition to seeing the
start of Gatwa's tfenure,
next year also marks Davies'
return to "Doctor Who" after
more than a decade's ab-
sence. "Russell T Davies is al-
most as iconic as the Doc-
tor himself and being able
to work with him is a dream
come true," Gatwa said.[]
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Shapovalov overcomes code violation for win at ltalian Open

By ANDREW DAMPF

ROME (AP) — Denis
Shapovalov overcame a
point penalty and a hostile
crowd to beat local hope
Lorenzo Sonego 7-6 (5), 3-6,
6-3 in the first round of the
[talion Open on Monday.
Late in the second sef,
Shapovalov was given a
code violation for unsports-
manlike conduct after hop-
ping over the net to show
the chair umpire a mark on
his opponent's side of the
red clay court — which is
not permitted.

The umpire determined
that Shapovalov's serve
was out, resulting in a dou-
ble fault and a break point
for Sonego. Then with the
code violation, Shapovalov
lost the game to trail 5-3.
"A lot of things happened
in the heat of the moment.
| need to be befter with
my behavior," Shapovalov
said. "It was my mistake. Il
know the rule for next fime.
| definitely won't step over
the net."

Even after stepping over
the net, Shapovalov wasn't
done arguing.

The 13th-seeded Cana-
dian then called the chair
umpire onfo his side of the
court and singled out a fan

Denis Shapovalov reacts after winning a point to Lorenzo Sonego during their match at the Italian
Open tennis tournament, in Rome, Monday, May 9, 2022.

who was heckling him.

"I'lm not going to kick him
out because | didn't see
what he was doing," the
umpire said. "l saw you talk-
ing to him and you incited
it a little bit. | understand
you're frustrated."

After the match,
Shapovalov apologized to
the umpire.

Shapovalov reached the

semifinals in Rome fwo
years ago, while Sonego
made the last four last year.
Sonego said he was penal-
ized by a decision in the first
set when the umpire came
down to check a mark and
made an overrule, award-
ing the point to Shapovalov
when the Italian thought
the point should have been
replayed.

Associated Press

There was also a question-
able overrule in the third
set.

"Things like that shouldn't
happen,” Sonego said.
"They should use video re-
play. That could be a big
help for the umpire."

Video review was used for
calling lines at last week's
Madrid Open. But there is
no such system in place in

Rome.

Despite the vociferous fans,
Shapovalov said he gener-
ally enjoys playing in Rome.
"The fans love me here and
| love the fans," he said.
"Even after the maftch,
there were a lot of people
standing, waiting for pic-
tures, stuff like that.

"I'm super excited to play
another match — not
against an Italian.”
Shapovalov will next face
Nikoloz Basilashvili of Geor-
gia, who beat Daniel Evans
7-6 (2), 6-2.

Also, three-fime Grand
Slam champion Stan
Wawrinka enjoyed his first
win in nearly 1 2 years by
rallying past Reilly Opelka,
also a semifinalist last year,
3-6, 7-5, 6-2.

Wawrinka  recently  re-
furned to the tour after un-
dergoing two foot surgeries
last year.

Dominic Thiem, another for-
mer top-five player return-
ing from injury, was beaten
by Italian veteran Fabio
Fognini 6-4, 7-6 (5). Fognini
could play fellow Italian
Jannik Sinner next — if Sin-
ner gets by Pedro Martinez
on Tuesday.

"He's our future star," Fog-
nini said of Sinner.[]

Suns coach:;

By DAVID BRANDT

Phoenix Suns coach Mon-
ty Wiliams said the NBA
should consider having a
special sectionin the stands
reserved for the families of
visiting feams in the wake
of Chris Paul's family being
harassed during Sunday's
playoff game in Dallas.

The incident happened
during Game 4 of the West-
ern Conference semifinals
between the Dallas Maver-
icks and Suns.

ESPN reported that mem-
bers of Paul's family had
been harassed by fans and
that some in the crowd
made physical contact
with them. The Mavericks
said the fan was ejected.
“It's a hard one, because
it's happening more and
more," Williams said Mon-
day at Suns practice. "The
sifuations are getting to a
place now where | really
feel like families, who are
there to support their loved

NBA should consider families-only seats at games

ones, need to be protect-
ed a bit more. Whether or
not we have to give these
people a section, a suite,
something has to be done.
"Because we can't wait for
it fo get to a level or two
higher, before we do what
we need to do. Yesterday
was unnecessary."

The Mavericks said after
the game that they were
aware of the incident be-
tween a fan and Paul's
family at American Airlines
Center. Wiliams said he
didn't know the extent of
the harassment in real time
because the game was still
being played.

"It was unacceptable be-
havior and will not be toler-
ated," the Mavericks said
in a statement. "The Mav-
ericks, along with Ameri-
can Airlines Center, swiftly
removed the fan from to-
day's game."

After the game, Paul tweet-
ed: "Wanna fine players

for saying stuff to the fans
but the fans can put they
hands on our families." He
also added an expletive.
Paul didn't speak to the
media affer Monday's
practice.

Suns forward Cam Johnson
said a similar situation hap-
pened in Milwaukee last
season during the NBA Fi-
nals when his girlfriend was
hit in the back of the head
and had beer spilled on
her. Johnson said he didn't
hear about the incident
unftil after the game."It was
kind of a big scene," John-
son said. "It really frustrated
me."

Johnson said security in Mil-
waukee handled the situa-
tion and that the fan was
kicked out of the game. He
said security can only do so
much to keep families safe.
"A large part of the respon-
sibility has to be on fans,"
Johnson said. '"They just
can't act that way. There's

Phoenix Suns head coach Monty Williams, left, greets, Chris Paul
(3) at the bench after Paul fouled out in the second half of Game
4 of an NBA basketball second-round playoff series against the
Dallas Mavericks, Sunday, May 8, 2022, in Dallas.

Associated Press

no other way around it.
You've got to address the
problem with the real prob-
lem. It's that a fan can't go
up to someone's mother
and harass them."On Sun-
day, the Mavericks beat
the Suns 111-101 and
evened the best-of-seven

series 2-2. Paul fouled out
of the game in the fourth
quarter. Game 5 is Tuesday
night in Phoenix.

"I have to stress that | don't
think this is indicative of the
fansin Dallas," Williams said.
"They're cheering for their
team.
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F1's hyped 1st irlp to Miami a money-losing success
R

By JENNA FRYER

AP Auto Racing Writer
MIAMI GARDENS, Fla. (AP)
— The Miami Grand Prix
was hot, from the party
scene to the weather, but
it faced nearly impossible
expectations.

The celebrity watching
was top level, certainly for
a motorsports event. There
was Paris Hilfon, using a
portable fan to cool her-
self as she danced in front
of the McLaren garage on
race day. Serena and Ve-
nus Williams holding hands
as they navigated the pre-
race grid in summer dress-
es. Bad Bunny, the Puerto
Rican entertainment icon,
making a flashy enfrance in
an all-pink suit while hang-
ing with Sergio Perez, Red
Bull's Mexican driver.

There were tons of bells
and whistles, too, from food
halls, art installations, ham-
mocks, chaise lounges to
cabanas and a man-made
beach. But did Formula
One's debut in this sleek,
cosmopolitan city measure
up as a good event?e

That all depends on per-
sonal expectations. The
expectations were so high,
after all.

F1 wants to tap into the rich
North  American sponsor-
ship market as the series'

Ferrari driver Charles Leclerc of Monaco leads the field at the start of the Formula One Miami
Grand Prix auto race at the Miami International Autodrome, Sunday, May 8, 2022, in Miami Gar-

dens, Fla.

popularity has swelled over
the last three years. The
United Staftes was given
two F1 races this season
for the first fime since 1984
and next year there will be
three, with Las Vegas — the
glitziest city of them alle —
playing host.

Miami received a 10-year
confract for its extrava-
ganza af Hard Rock Stadi-
um, where promoters built
a 3.36-mile circuit through

the parking lot and then
went off the charts building
the scene around it. Tickefts
never went on sale to the
general public because of
early interest and capacity
was capped at 85,000 to
create a pleasant — and
exclusive — customer ex-
perience.

The track weaved around
the stadium, under an
highway overpass and
around a fake marina that

MLB plans London games in 2023, 2024

and 2026

Chicago Cubs second baseman Nick Madrigal, left, throws
out Los Angeles Dodgers Justin Turner at first after forcing out
Trea Turner at second base during the seventh inning in the first
baseball game of a doubleheader Saturday, May 7, 2022, in
Chicago.

NEW YORK (AP) — Major

Associated Press

in London in 2023, 2024 and

League Baseball intfends to  2026. The New York Yan-

play regular-season games

kees and Boston Red Sox

split two games at London's
Olympic Stadium in June
2019. The St. Louis Cardinals
and Chicago Cubs were
scheduled to play there on
June 13-14, 2020, but those
games were canceled be-
cause of the coronavirus
pandemic.

The Cardinals and Cubs are
the leading candidates to
play in London next year.
Baseball Commissioner Rob
Manfred and London May-
or Sadig Khan announced
the formation of the MLB
London Legacy Group on
Monday that will include
members from the Great-
er London Authority and
Baseball Softball UK.

MLB plans to hold a Home
Run Derby at London's
Crystal Palace Park on July
9 this year.4

Associated Press

featured 10 yachts and a
mini-Monaco  backdrop.
There were gondolas to fer-
ry fans across the sprawling
circuit, and a beach club
that featured musical acts
throughout the three-day
weekend.

Many at this event were
hooked on F1 by the Nefflix
behind-the-scenes docu-
series "Drive To Survive."
Each episode covers an
entire storyline — some-
times multiple races — and
it's been credited for ex-
posing the glamorous FI1
world to Americans. Nefflix
and F1 even waited for the
series to arrive last week in
Miami to announce "DTS"
has been renewed for two
more seasons.

The racing, alas, was just
OK, 57 mostly uneventful
laps on a track drivers did
not like. Fernando Alonso
said drivers complained to
governing body FIA that
"the tarmac is not F1 stan-
dard" and promoters twice
had to repave portions of
the track before Sunday's
race.

The asphalt "almost feels
like gravel," said Max Ver-
stappen, the reigning world
champion who won for the
third time through the first
five races of the season. He
also said the chicane was
suited for a kart race and
not an F1 car.

"In the four laps | did on Fri-
day, | almost knocked my-

self out because | hit the
first curb and your head just
bounced from left to right,
like at least five, six times,
but really bad," Verstappen
said. "lf's so slow and | think
our cars look way better if
it's a bit more of a flowing
combination."

The good news is that pro-
moter Tom Garfinkel said
before Sunday's race that
organizers would listen to
all feedback and make
any changes required to
improve the event, includ-
ing frack alterations.

He also was cognizant of
other areas that fell short
— hospitality inside the F1
paddock wasn't up to se-
ries standards on Friday's
opening day; pedestrian
bridges across the cam-
pus were clogged; shade
could be difficult to find —
and said it would all be ad-
dressed even though the
race won't make a profit in
its first year.

"The expenses far exceed-
ed our expectations," Gar-
finkel said. "But it was be-
cause we were frying to do
everything we could to be
first class, to be on brand
for what Formula One is
and the kind of event we
wanted to deliver."

The event still had some of
that classic F1 backroom
drama with the FIA insist-
ing it will enforce its ban
on drivers wearing jewelry
while competing. Seven-
fime champion Lewis Ham-
ilfon protested by wearing
three watches, eight rings
and mulfiple necklaces,
but ultimately removed ev-
erything but some piercings
before getting in his car.
The FIA granted Hamilton
a waiver for the next two
races so he can make
plans fo have piercings
he can't take out surgi-
cally removed. The Briton
must have all his piercings
removed by the Monaco
Grand Prix on May 29 or risk
a fine of $308,000 (250,000
pounds).

Hamilton is having a terrible
season by his standards. His
spat with FIA has created
speculation he will quit Fl
and he suggested he might
not bend on this issue, say-
ing Friday: "If they stop me,
then so be it. We've got a
spare driver."



